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Dear Maggie, 

+ h * V 4 The / !c yoU very mUCh for C0lllr *s beck. I cb think it important 
that Vince end/ or I get, es soon as possible, the entire history on Hepburn 
end the book and rnovio (end people involved), and anything at ell that might 
be suspicions about Turner, Bexley, ’’Pose" end Tom Bothell. I think it i= 
possible the f for aaverel fortunate accident, the kind of parley we oen never 
eg?in either figure on or hope to Tin, all might by not- have boon ruined. And 
I do not yet know all the detoils. 

Vince came through magnificently when I called upon him, maintaining 
e cool I could not hove end apparently saying just the right thing. Because 1 
knew 1 could depend upon him, 1 was a bio to lay the right foundation for his 
cell and have the right thing done on the spot. The wonder - end the major 
change - is that this was and could he done localLy. By the timo we meet again 
and cen speak freely, I'll have orettv much the whole thing and will tell you 
what we just escaped. 

Vince and I are not in entire accord, but that is not important. To 
him there is the conviction Turner and 3oxley are conscious agents. I am not at 
all sure of this, but to me the important thing is not what th 9 y are but what 
they do, its effect. I think it is bett er that we have all the different flowers. 



While it is possible there is much I do not know, on the basis of 
what 1 do, 1 tell you there is nothing that stacks up that T and B have taken 
to Jim. That is, nothing of their own. They have taken some of the work of 
others as their own, one of the things that arroused ray suspicions. 

1 have an additional problem with Turner. He has teen incompetent 
in those things he has done of -shich I hsve knowledge, and not honest. V/hen 
you and Bill called upon him for helpmwith Dean, hs got nothing you didn't, from 
what Bill told me, and he not only failed to let me know what he got, he refused 
to, which was less than honest, since I had turned D e0 n in and then turned him 
over, .'.’hen I was again in. California I again turned him on and learned there 
was much mere he know - and I did get it, with no difficulty, no special skills 
cr techniques. Recently Sciambra called upon him for what x had outlined to 
Moo in asking him to locate someone by phone. Because Jim himself is the biggest 
problem and because the office is not at all secure, I could not tell Moo what 
I had already accomplished. I told him only that Johann Rush had still pictures 
from his movies of Oswald's literature distribution made for the FBI and we ought 
to see i f he had prints, that he had moved to California, and his parents names 
and addresses. I then went off to Texes, expecting to hear from moo when he had 
gotten Johann's phone number. He had said that he or I would have to fly out 
for this, that there was no one else who could be trusted(l). Instead be phoned 
me in Dallas four days later to tell me nothing about this but that, perhaps they 
had something not less than a major sensation he wanted me to be in on and would 
1 go back. 1 thanked him, for this is the first such courtesy x have ever been 
offered, but declined, for T have more work to do than 1 can make seem real and 
x was not well, ^ater thaife night Jim phoned me and asked me to come beck to 
share a major breakthrough. I then did, ani the Great Man kept me waiting -and 
westing - an entire day. This " breakthrough" was Turner's failure. Moo had 
cillea him , told him about Johann, Turner had gotten a remote generation copy of 
the film and had flown with it to lJ ew Orleans. x had had a second-generation 
copy for some time. x n fact, it was th-n being processed into stills from a 
second copy I had. Turner got only the movie, ho stills, no word of stills, not- 
hing at all of the photographers recollections or story. *n short, nothing. Then 
when I got home I had to start from scratch. I phoned Paul Hcch, who has done 
magnificent work on this Q and many other) aspect, ■‘‘aul has never conducted an 
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interview in his lif' and was full of misgivings, e is a great young nan, 
Maggie. I got him to connect his tape recorder and gave him what I would have 
asked Johann. I told him above all, just get him talking, take you nime, let 
him recoil what he does not what you want him to. Hal Verb could not hi there. 

>, B has h 8 d such experience. Well, Haul, the graduate student vho is shy and 
h-s asrar done such a thing in his liJa did what the great former FBI agent 
didn't, in fact, the major remaining problem was put straight by Rush: ha now 
has trouble distinguishing in his mir.d what he remembers and what Turner told 
him. Turner having spent ell his time telling Rush what a great FBI agent he had 
bean (and impressing him no end) and what happened in “e'.v Cleans, of which he 
had honestly told me he knew nothing! I had consulted with him before phoning 
Raul 30 there would be no trouble on that 3core. owing he knew nothing at all 
about i t, ahe readily agreed that I have Paul do this. This is a perhaps minor 
thing, but to me it is not. It says he is at test z± incompetent. 

“o lied to me about Rose, who I have suspected from the first, “e has 
not made if possible for me to check Rose out, something he immediately knfew I 
ranted to do- and he should have on his own but didn't. 



With Bethell it may also bo a combination of indifference and incom- 
petence. I talked him into coming to Washington and working in the Archives, 8nd 
I left him si one there, giving up my own work, once I learned of the FBI's 
interest in him. I turned things over to him and thereafter never heard a word 
about them. I got not a single thing fro 2 him, not even responses on declassified 
files I asked him to check for me. - hove a major hunk of one in COUP D'FTTAT. It 
is that. .important. *et ho got nothing from it. has been working with L ifton, 
according to Lifton. I expect him to cone out on the other side, have so informed 
the office - e long time ago, and not /on whim but on what he has been saying to 
people I have long known -ms and he is still there, ±xf if only two days a week. 
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Boxley is more complex. He, too, is 8 professional, and J im respects 
8nd is impressed by this, What he has done except spend money extravagentiy I 
do not. know. I have seen nothing but popryceck. I do know when I took him cut on 
one o f the very obvious local investigations that should have teen made, atf. I was 
aghast to learn it hadn't been, and Qot exactly whst we needed, he quite force- 
fully disputed what I had been teldyi got from. Do' glas J Q nas, of the Jones 
£ rinting Co., the statement that it definitely was not Oswald who got the 
leaflet printed. I also got from him an opinion of who it seemed to have been. 
x gave him a hundred pictures to go through, and there were two or three 
/ pictures of one young man of some interest to us in vh ich he looked different 
In each. **ones picked out each picture of this man as the one most closely 
/resembling the man who got the handbills. Back et the office Boxley hotly dis- 
’ fluted this. Well, I had made a clandestine recording. So, I got it out, played it 
tack, end gave it to ^ou Ivon. With all the things that have been happening, in- 
cluding to tapes I have given the office^ I asked for this before I got there. 

When they could not find it, I asked Moo to set up an appointment with Jones agiin 
while I did other work. We went out and got. him end Myra Silvers together. Went 
through the whole things, after 10 months lapse. And, independently, both say 
it was not Oswald - she said she had never seen the man whose picture we showed 
her - Oswald’s srrest picture - and each, separately, picked our the same two 
different pictures - of Kerry Wendell Thornley'. Please keep this entirely to your- 
s&if. -1 - kept the tape 1 made this time. I have now dubbed it and will give it to 
them. Put even these simple things I have to do, cannot trust them to. I do let 
Lnu Ivon, who I like very much and do trust, know what am doing and what I have. 
In ordjr not to turn him off to bagin w*tb, I told him 1 had to hove an arrange- 
ment with him that would end the nonstop thievery of my material. knew about it 
and agreed. A t was only after gaininp hie confidence that I risked telling him my 
other ap-rehensions, o-.ly to find out be shared them. So, although x have had to 
stop sending them copies of everything I got, I did let_,him know. He knew I had 
the NBC film, bit it never dawced on Moo to check with j^u before this enormous 
waste of time end money. 




3 



sa^sgsssp; ism ar 

~S~ ; “ 

z-tv-Js. ieSTr - " 1 i."vS“--"~v ™ rs:i„ 

S : HH-S™1^p3“Sr 

Ls -tbXs “?«r„°£: tti, ‘ g3 1 ““ ot ~ i “'« * - «« - 

. . °“ Public official veiy much involved in this story has given me In 
Vgsin^Jtea bGllef *??? there 8S a C0E3 P ir acy to kill Kennedy, and much more. 
tS^oSr' Ifit 11 ? ? a ?°“? thiS * 1 t0 both devel °P it ^nd use in in 

^t^^hi;. 8 ^.^.^ TOittea - But does tbia fn you 

J im and sold^Mr, 1 n* d T V** t $ a j n8Useatin e s *“Uff he ana Turner have been feeding 

^ S ° ld wbst can 1 d ° except fear? And 1 have not ev n indicated 

what Has tne immediate problem. xuaxcatea 

1 ha J e beea goias to ‘' e ‘ v Cleans whan I could afford neither the tin,« 
nor the money for a few simple reasons. Jim was doing none of too local Srk “e 

SenSVS Sfi°° d ° f ?“ Slde 2nd *">««*•* tonerect his own th^ " ted 
plenty of disciples, really sycophants. The work wasn't getting don-. Those ? ho 
were there and theoretically had the time and capability not only buf 

pL^t ?Sen 3 Sere L al IT™’ ln tba glow in Particular, was too 

T , th T tQ09e Vh ° are aot comfortable with the fuze who would - 
acaua 1 ntV Pe4 \;° ^ Us n °* includ ? 8 a «veral «f Shaw's friends and 
r /S ! 1 * t lso * 1 OTnted tc sho * id rhat he could accomplish by doing the 
on r Jte°dSoS d b '7h d «* ** a«n*t. TeU, now I've, at least got the sta« turLd 
on and demanding they ao th£ hew Orleans work, which ic •. - , 

oown there without major successes. They arc not from skill or genii’ "noVat ^ 
ell. They are from simply doing the obvious that ao one has tried. I heve 

thTofficial one M, " itne ”j»; d “ 8TO entirely different picture of Oswald than 

malor^M^ 1 *? * ?f, BrlneUl0r » '' :hore 776 hQVe the capability of a really 

'c o /n.r y y i a l t 4 lntere3tQd * l£ 1 cm get a lawyer and sue him I 

Clco doa!%o?hinr 8 ra S 3ln ? t0 aclai0 » l9d ec this, J lm jo* does. But he 

cl o uoos nothing, e is capable of ere fit jealousy, Maggie. He is a very vain 

end egocentric man, comfortable only with lickspittles and fawners. It h*= not 

T b ° e ' in f P f 3i T e t0 “• A b - pretty much of K 
i ^ fraady developed. I have located the key dtriess, made 
deal with the lawyer involved that would solve everythin", left this ir the 
hands of the office, and they have frne nothing. HaJ^re^er triad ^t?n^ holy 
i T* t 8 ? - T®? 1 ” 8 1500 miles away, Maggie? It is hard or. the ulcers. Now 

™ ™ V Last ;^ iuute effort t0 d ° thic by remote control, -hat will not te 
!! 7 ;!5 3 J r th SS f 18 * hBt bhey d0 a4t gr8b 8t tbi3 - *>- it also ties senar- 
TTJSTTTTT CSSP the I “ icely * The worst P 8rt , perhar-s, ls that they sl- 
,/ n T m0 ® dlfferent tln9s » 00 cb tine by the oten violation of 
the explicit wor$ Jim' s word . t 
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The simple, straightforward immorality is hard for me to live and 
cope with. \'!e have had several rather unpleasant sessions about this, J-t does not 
make me popular, but I must convince him who would teach the Pope religion that 

he then must himself pray. 

In all of this, please understand I am not tailing you how great I 
am. for that i3 neither the esse nor my belief. I am telling you hen far from 
competent others ore. 

Tim is under pressure. Prdperly evaluated, it is certainly no greeter 
th8n sane of us hove lived with, less than some. *ou say he is unde:- pressure 
on his word, not on the record. I fear very much for the state of his health, end 
think that, not the pressure, is the problem, ^hings happen to me in and on my 
t/ay to New Orleans that have never happened to him, and they do not really bother 
me. Nhat they cost me puts me further in debt, but that is all. I just do not 
react to the pressure, and non-- of us con if we are going to succeed. Therefore, 
they ere careful with me. I nf carefully taped. I know. I havs a stack of carbons 
of these tapes ah ut 3-4 inches high! I have reconstructed the entire mechanise, 
know the covers and fronts used, oven have some of the checks by which payment is 
nade, and I never mention it. They do not even know how I got this - or that I do. 

On a separate subject, please csk youcelf why thore should be sgents 
in control rooms when some of us broadcast, especially those who bring nothing 
new to light, and not in control rooms when whnt is new i3 bro rht out? It is 
not for the purpose of making a recording, for that is readily done off the air. 

t esm be for but a single purpose. If end when Jim gets into court, you will 
then have witnesses who will give first-person accounts. I have the transcripts 
cf these t-spes, too, and 1 hsve given enough to '“ouis Ivon. 
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Nell, the day has dawned, foggy es though I were again in LA, snd I 
must get to other things. I did want to background you. One other thing that may 
be important. I think we should know the entire beginning of the Bradley affair. 

I did not then believe it and I do not now. It could have ruined w im even if it 
were true, for if true he should never have broken it until he had it sewed up. 
-teve, who thinks his silence is loyalty ^snd I love him so much avoid asking 
him to do what he is reluctant to do, though it may turn out I was unfair to him 
in not doing this) speaks only in glittering generalities about what they have. 
Therefore, there is no opportunity for testing tto validity or applicability of 
what they have turned up. Thatb he is a fascist is not material, i have sits of 
the best helping me, but they d^d not kill Kennedy. I want to see something 
that will hold up in court. I hpe he grows fast enough to understand that we must 
always lock at, the other side, find' out if we can he wrong, not only look for 
and believe what we want. Those «hn”ges that I observe in Steve after not seeing 
him for 10 months I do not like. The young man I knew before was a greet one. I 
hope thi3 is just a stage, something he will soon emerge from. 



ou are wrong, just pessimistic, in saying there are no breakthroughs. 
There are and we have made them, on fact. The problem is doing something with 
th’m, not having them. The additional problem is that we have made them without 
Jim, who has done nothino but propagandize unless he convicts Shaw. Even the 
Andrews conviction war not his alone. If he convicts Thornley, that even leas will 
his alone. i hornley is making noises about suing me. That will be the dayj I 
will then do what J im either cannot or has failed to. I do not think hi^Vill be 
allowed to. However, u ave is working very hard at it. I wish people out^there 
l not meaning you, for you have disassociated yaureself) muld keen* me posted on 
him and what he is up to. That can be very informative. I did speak tohim tnis 
last trip because so many askBd me to, particularly in whose judgement I 

put great store. Paul was right. I should have spoken to him. I now know what 
they believe and are up to. Dave thought he was pumping me but did he pour it out 
himself. I really think his major porblem is psychiatric, not that he is an 
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agent. Well, they may have made the wrong step. I do not yet know. They fed 
something to a Tampa paper Wednesday. If it is libel perhaps I can arrange for 

local counsel and do something. I am again seeking counsel in New Orleans 
and will sue ringuier if I can arrange it. meanwhile, I try to get him to 
serve me when I am there but hs refuses to. 1 n fact, he has withdrawn his last 
suit with prejudice. Against himself, that is. 

To show you what is poss'ble in “'ew °rlesns, picked a fight with 
the managing editor of the Times—icayune that ended with his inviting me to 
lunch, which lasted for three hours, and his giving me access to their morgue. 

A o one had ever astod for it. I got valuable things there end also leant d 
?/hat hsd been removed frommit. one had ever asked for the Oswald footage. I 
had to trouble getting it. 1 also had no trouble getting one dtution shooing it 
to ^o. Nor was it difficult to reconstruct the working of Shaw ani Bermudez 
in the Cordell “nil Foundation and many other things about the two. Show has 
been very r.open aboul much, including his lovers (one had the incredible name 
thet I give you phonetically, Fcrnidabull). Bermudez also had his lovers. Ho 
is wired both ways. One of them is a key figure in the case, even the official 
one. -‘■his is one of the things the office loused up on me. I was able to salvage 
it, but with the greatest difficulty end it remains to be seen if as completely 
as I could have had they been simply honorable, hot broken their pledged word. 

The story itself is like from a novel. Fortunately, with another of the 
mysterious deaths, I have it on tepe, with permi salons on the tape. 

In the course of this I have developed culpable information about my 
great and good friend Wesley Liebeler. 

I have also begun to establish a relationship with one of the 
Commission counsel. I expect 3 day-long dialogue with him soon. 

There are so many± things th?t can be done that no one has tri§j(d. 

I heve even interviewed Dave Chandler on tape and hove really significant infor- 
mation from him. N 0 one tried. He is, ss I had suspected, the ’’Crawford" in 
Osweld'3 notebook. I now know what Oswald told him. It included things stout 
ano'her great and good friend of mine, Carlos B ringulert 

Maggie, I was even able to turn on the radical right of the St Tanmany 
Parish Sheriff's Office. They took pictures for me, tracod property holdings, 
things like that, ^opne ever tried. I have now established that there were 
four simultaneous Cijlban camps north of New °rleans, three known to officials, 
all three visited the same night. I've got Ricardo Cavis on tape saying he was 
CIA and much more, found, photographed and taped hi? girlH friend on the brenkigg 
p of his cerap, etc. It wa- not at 11 difficult, “o one tried. 

A nsteed people spent what in context are enormous sums flying all 
around~tna cWH=t=.and the world booby-trapping themselves. 

There has been a fortunate by-product. I go to ^err Orleans with only 
a fow bucks in my rocket, nvver spend more than 19^ on a meal, and have lost 
about 30 pounds, ^hls made it easy. I needed to lose the weight. 

Vince and 1 do not have ?n easy task ahead. We will try. I think if 
we succeed it will be because he hss not teen in contact with the office for some 
time and has none of the problems there I have, and because he will be very 
competent in what he will do. One of us, or both, will keep you posted. We will 
be staying with a j^rtusl friend. I may stay longer. After this t.rio it will not 
be easy for me to go there again soon. I not only cannot afford it, but I have to 
provide my wife daily transportation after the first of the year and I simpjy must 
spend several months in uninterrupted writing. With luck, by the end of April, I 
will have several more books dene. a est to you all. 




